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SUBJECT: DIVIDED FAMILIES AND TOURIST TRAVEL 

REF: 77 PRAGUE 3625 

1 . FOLLOWING OUR PRACTICE OF NOTIFYING THE MFA AT 
APPROXIMATELY SIX MONTH INTERVALS OF ALL EMIGRATION 
CASES IN WHICH WE HAVE AN INTEREST, ON JUNE 27 CONOFF 
PRESENTED A NEW LIST OF SUCH CASES TO CONSULAR DEPT. 
OFFICIALS. LIST, WHICH WILL BE POUCHED TO DEPT., 

INCLUDES NUCLEAR AND NON-NUCLEAR FAMILIES PLUS FIANCEES 
AND FORMER PERMANENT RESIDENTS. 

2. CONOFF NOTED THAT SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS HAD BREN 
MADE DURING LAST YEAR IN RESOLVING NUCLEAR FAMILY CASES 
BUT THAT LONG DELAYS CONTINUED IN A FEW INSTANCES. NUCLEAR 
FAMILY LIST PRESENTED ONE YEAR AGO CONTAINED TWENTY-NINE 
CASES, OF WHICH SEVENTEEN WERE RESOLVED AND THREE OTHERS 
DECIDED NOT TO EMIGRATE. 

3. CONOFF SAID THAT THE PROGRESS OBSERVED IN THE LAST YEAR 
APPEARED TO BE DUE TO THE PASSAGE LAST YEAR OF 
REGULATION 58, AND ASKED WHETHER ANY OTHER CHANGES OF 
LAW COULD BE EXPECTED. MFA OFFICIAL REPLIED THAT NONE 
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ARE PLANNED, AND ADDED THAT DELAYS RESULT FROM FACT 
THAT NO ADDITIONAL MANPOWER WAS ASSIGNED TO EXISTING 
OFFICES TO DEAL WITH NEW REQUIREMENTS IMPOSED BY 
REGULATION 58. ACCORDING OFFICIAL, BACKLOG OF CASES 
WILL NOT BE ELIMINATED UNTIL AT LEAST THE END OF THIS 
YEAR. 
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4. ALTHOUGH STATISTICS ARE NOT YET AVAILABLE, CONTINUED 
OFFICIAL, IT APPEARS THAT MANY FORMER ILLEGAL EMIGRANTS 
ARE BENEFITTING FROM THE OPPORTUNITY TO NORMALIZE THEIR 
STATUS WITH THE CZECHOSLOVAK GOVERNMENT AND HAVE OBTAINED 
PERMISSION TO VISIT CZECHOSLOVAKIA. CONOFF AGREED THAT 
MANY AMCITS WHO EMIGRATED IN 1968 AND 1969 ARE NOW RECEIVING 
THEIR FIRST CZECHOSLOVAK VISAS, AND THAT THEY HAVE ENCOUNTERED 
FEW PROBLEMS WHILE VISITING. 

5. COMMENT: OUR PRESENT LIST OF NUCLEAR FAMILIES 
(DIVIDED FAMILIES) CONTAINS FIFTEEN CASES, AS COMPARED WITH 
36 IN 1974 AND 29 LAST YEAR. WHILE DIFFICULTIES AND DELAYS 
WILL PERSIST, AND WE DO NOT EXPECT THAT EVERY CASE WILL 

END SUCCESSFULLY, WE ARE ENCOURAGED THAT A LEGAL PROCEDURE 
HAS BEEN CREATED WHEREBY MANY NUCLEAR FAILY CASES CAN BE 
RESOLVED. AT THE SAME TIME WE NOTE THAT THERE HAS BEEN 
ALMOST NO PROGRESS IN OTHER TYPES OF EMIGRATION CASES. 

6. IT APPEARS THAT TOURIST TRAVEL (MAINLY TO VISIT 
RELATIVES) BETWEEN CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND THE U.S. IS 
INCREASING IN BOTH DIRECTIONS. DURING MAY AND 
JUNE 1978 OUR TOURIST VISA ISSUANCE INCREASED 25 
PER CENT OVER THE COMPARABLE PERIOD LAST YEAR. 

7. DECONTROL 4 YEARS AFTER RECEIPT OF MESSAGE. 

BYRNE 
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